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KRISTY HOFFA

Recognizing our great residents.

KRISTY & ROBERT
OWNED BIG BERTHA'S SINCE 2010
LIFE-LONG INTEREST IN COOKING
BOTH KRISTY AND ROBERT LOVE TO
DECORATE FOR CHRISTMAS
HOLIDAY DECORATED HOME WAS
FEATURED IN BERKS COUNTY
LIVING, DECEMBER 2017.
HOME WAS ALSO FEATURED IN THE
READING EAGLE FOR THEIR
OUTDOOR LIGHTING THIS YEAR!

BIG BERTHA'S GRILL
My family and I have resided in South Heidelberg Township since June of 2016. Upon
house hunting we fell in love with a charming stone cottage dating all the way back to 1791
“on the mountain”. Besides being close to my business, we loved the area’s perfect balance
of country roads and farmland, yet being close to the amenities of town. We feel so
fortunate to reside in a location with such interesting history all the way from the Lenape
Indians to the stories of the healing waters at the South Mountain Resorts. I love that we
live in an area where neighbors still wave to each other while walking or driving by. It’s
been heartwarming that if my husband and I work late during a snow storm we have come
home to a driveway plowed by a neighbor.
I grew up in Shillington, Pa. and have resided in Wyomissing and Wernersville prior to
moving to our wonderful township. My family consists of my amazing husband, Robert
Koch, our two godchildren, Madison 16, Mason 15, and our three dogs & two cats. I enjoy
gardening, campfire cooking, and travel. One of our favorite cities we visit often is
Savannah, Georgia.
Upon graduating from Governor Mifflin in 1996, I worked in the insurance industry for 10
years before realizing a desk job wasn’t my cup of tea. I’ve always enjoyed cooking and
decorating since an early age. Most kids watched cartoons, while I always preferred Julia
Child, The Frugal Gourmet, and Graham Kerr while redecorating my Barbie house for the
tenth time! I was raised by strong women that always showed their family love by cooking
for them and providing a cozy and welcoming home.
Big Bertha’s Grill was opened in 2007 by Bob Schwartz and Bill Bruckart. Bob previously
owned Bob’s Steaks & Fries in the city at 11th & Spring for 20 years before retiring in 2006.
An idea was dreamed up and a restaurant was born for the two golf buddies continuing
Bob’s legacy of his famous cheesesteaks. The two fittingly came up with the name Big
Bertha’s Grill after a set of golf clubs. In 2010, Bob was once again ready for retirement life
and after working alongside him since day one I made the leap of faith and decided to
purchase the shop from him. From the very beginning my Mom and Dad, Patti & Barry
Hoffa, have been a huge help with everything from running for supplies to bookkeeping.
We’ve also been very fortunate to employ some incredible young people from the
township and nearby areas over the years.
This August will be my eleventh year of ownership. I'm proud to own a restaurant in a
community where kids still feel safe to walk over after school for cheese fries and ice
cream. Our community and surrounding areas have embraced and supported us
throughout this pandemic and I will forever be grateful.

