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JOHN & HELEN CROFT

Recognizing our great residents.

JOHN & HELEN
JOHN IS AN AUTOMOTIVE
TECHNICIAN
OWNS AND OPERATES CROFT'S
SERVICE CENTER: 114 REVERE BLVD
SINCE 1996.
HELEN IS A PROJECT MANAGER FOR
AT&T MOBILITY.

GREYSTONE MANOR ALPACAS

We moved our family into our “dream home” in South Heidelberg Township in September 1988. It was
kind of by chance that we even found the house & property. John has always been a hard worker and
usually worked 6 out of the 7 days of the week. So, on Sunday if the weather was nice, we would load
the kids into the car and drive around Berks County taking in the sights and enjoying our time together
as a family. On one of those Sunday drives we happened to drive past an old stone farmhouse with a
small “For Sale by Owner” sign in the window. We had always talked about our love for old stone homes
and small farms and the desire to maybe someday be able to call one “home”. We jotted down the
telephone # from the sign, made the call and made the deal. The stone farmhouse & 16 acres was ours!!

BEEN MARRIED 42 YEARS
3 CHILDREN AND 8 GRANDCHILDREN:
REBECCA AND HER HUSBAND BRUCE
WHO LIVE IN PHOENIXVILLE WITH
THEIR DAUGHTER ELLA.
STEPHEN & HIS WIFE SHERRY WHO
LIVE IN ROBESONIA WITH THEIR
CHILDREN STEPHEN JR, ALEXANDER
AND LIZZIE.
TAMARA AND HER HUSBAND JUSTIN
WHO LIVE IN TOPTON WITH THEIR
CHILDREN LOGAN, ALLYSSA, LILY &
RACHEL.

Since we moved here, we’ve always had animals on the property. Chickens and geese at first and then
horses for our daughters. But, as the girls got older, their interests changed and for a few years the barn
was empty. That meant we had to mow 16 acres! It didn’t take long to determine that we really didn’t
want to spend all of our time mowing, so we started looking for animals that would “help” by grazing
the pastures. We happened to read about alpacas in a hobby farm magazine. One look at those cute,
fuzzy faces and big eyes and we were hooked! Our first 5 alpacas arrived on the farm in June of 2012
and Greystone Manor Alpacas was born. Our beloved old grey stone farmhouse was the inspiration for
the name of our farm. Since then, we have grown to a herd of 31 alpacas, 19 girls & 12 boys.
At Greystone Manor Alpacas we raise the Huacaya breed of alpaca. We primarily raise them for their
fleece, also called fiber, which is soft as cashmere and warmer, lighter, and stronger than wool. Alpaca
fiber is hypoallergenic, so most people who cannot wear wool items can wear Alpaca.
We continue to learn and grow and we love sharing our “alpaca experience” with anyone who is willing
to listen. Our goal is to educate everyone about the alpacas. We host Open House events, offer
individual farm tours and have a farm store where we sell items that are made from the luxuriously soft
alpaca fleece. Now that, hopefully, things are getting back to “normal” we will be able to plan other
special events that will give everyone an opportunity to visit the farm, learn about the alpacas and fall in
love with them like we have. You can follow us on our Greystone Manor Alpacas Facebook page for
information on upcoming events and store hours.
What we love most about South Heidelberg Township is that you feel like you are living in the
country but you are only a short car ride away from stores, restaurants and entertainment venues. We
also love the fact that the Township is becoming more community related. It is so important in this day
and age of electronics, to do things to encourage people to get outside, come together and do things as
a community.

